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We are a Reconciling Congregation that welcomes everyone into full 

participation in the life of this church! Your age, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, racial or ethnic background, economic situation, 

marital status, and physical or mental condition will enrich the fabric 

of our community. We accept all people as children of God.  

We are a congregation on a journey to Sustainability, 

recognizing that we are stewards of God’s creation 

for all generations, and believing that all human 

needs must be met equitably. The Natural Step 

Framework is our guide to Sustainability. 
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Random Musings from Pastor Barbara 

It’s July. Wow! Summer is fully upon us and, just for the record, First United Methodist Church of 

Corvallis does not take the summer off! We know individuals and families may be gone at times – on 

vacations and other adventures – but Church keeps on keeping on.  

There is worship every week AND Pastor’s Forum follows the service, where we continue to discuss the 

themes from worship. There are activities and service opportunities for our youth and children at that same 

time.  

Youth have Open Rec Night every Tuesday.  

Pastor’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday at 11 all summer. Great discussion and prep for Sunday 

mornings, by the way. 

I am offering Finding Voice Part 1 on Saturday morning, July 8 – a great opportunity to drop all church 

language for a couple of hours as you figure out what your most basics beliefs are and how you might say them 

in your own words. 

We are launching MESSY CHURCH on July 8 at 4:00. This is a great opportunity for families to do “church” 

together. (See the details elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

Beginning Sunday evening, July 9 (7:00) we begin will offer a new weekly prayer/worship/ meditation 

experience. Soulful Silence will be exactly what it sounds like – an hour of uninterrupted quiet in the Martha 

Room. Especially welcomed by those who desire more silence in their faith practice, this is a beautiful way to 

close the day. (details elsewhere) 

Leslie Chartier’s ordination is July 16th. Blessing the Bikes is August 20. 4F is picnicking, Church Council 

is meeting.  

I could go on! Just know that when you are away, you actually are missing something wonderful and 

spirit-filled. We will miss you. 

By the way, I have just begun a new sermon/reflection series that will continue through the summer - “Church 

Words.” So much of the Christian lexicon has been corrupted in the wider culture. How do we talk about what 

matters to us? Each week I will invite us to explore and reflect on one word that is an important part of our 

religious vocabulary. I want us to be challenged to define our church words with care while finding new ways 

– in our own words – to speak of our faith. I launched this series by having us think about the word “church” 

itself. Some other words I have in mind are “God,” “Sacrament” and “Worship” to get us started. Perhaps you 

have a word you’d like us to explore. Let me know. And just remember, no matter where you go or what you 

are doing this summer, we’ll be right here – being church…  

 

email: revbabs2000@gmail.com   ~   phone: 208.991.8464 

mailto:revbabs2000@gmail.com
tel:208-991-8464
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Game Night 
Friday, July 7 and 21 game night from 6:00-9:30 pm in the Martha Room (B19). Bring a favorite board or card game 

to play. Drop in anytime; bring a snack to share, if you wish. Everyone welcome. Children and youth need to be 

accompanied by a parent or other responsible adult. Questions? Contact Elizabeth Nielsen at 541.757.0057 or 

nielsenrek@comcast.net. 

 

Amore Music Series Production 
The next noon-time Amore Music Series Organ Concert is Wednesday, July 19, 12:15-12:45 pm in the Sanctuary. 

Classical English Organ music performed by Craig Hanson. Free but donations to support the series are appreciated. 

Pick Your 
Passion 

Reflections on Annual Conference 
Annual Conference was quite different this year in that both Oregon-Idaho and Pacific Northwest Conferences met 

together in Portland to follow through our theme of “Do This and You Will Live!” Lively it was, with about 800 of us 

meeting and dining together! 

I attended from Wednesday evening through Saturday morning as the “Lay Equalization Member” for Campus Ministry 

at WestM. 

Especially inspiring for me were Worship Services on Wednesday evening (Installation Service and Opening Plenary) 

and the Group Witness on the Columbia River on Saturday morning. Both made me very glad to be a part of this 

denomination. 

As for Legislative issues within our conference, we did a pretty good job of moving forward efficiently and 

progressively on many issues such as planet stewardship, open membership, and welcoming and providing sanctuary for 

immigrants and refugees.  

We did also vote on Constitutional Amendments that the 2016 General Conference approved in Portland last year. Votes 

from every Annual Conference member around the world will be tallied to determine if a two-thirds majority has been 

obtained for any of these four amendments. The Council of Bishops certifies the vote in 2018, then we will know the 

results.  

Lastly, although the Saturday morning workshops were short in time, they were packed with great information and 

resources. Learning the steps to go from bystander to Upstander using the 4D’s (Direct, Distract, Delegate, Delay) was 

extremely useful. 

Valerie White 

A world without tomatoes is like a string 

quartet without violins. 
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 In Our 

Thoughts 
& 

Prayers 
Carl Christianson & family, after the death of his 

dad, Greg on May 27. 

Joan Gathercoal, recently spending a few days in 

the hospital but is back home now. 

Bob Simmons, after knee replacement surgery. 

Hospice: Betty Wallace 

Remember: Evelyn & Teri Erbele, Missionaries in 

Ketchikan, Alaska. 

Finding Voice 
Part 1 

Saturday, July 8, 9-noon 

Believe it or not this is fun! It’s hard work to talk about what 

you believe without using church words but, with this safe and 

light-hearted approach, you can explore ideas – let go of some 

notions as others seem to make sense and hold fast to some 

beliefs that stand up firmly when challenged. And, when you 

find your own words, it becomes easier to tell others what you 

know. Try this – you really might like it! (Questions? Ask 

Pastor Barbara.) 

Kid Connection 
Schedule 
July 2: The Creation Story 

July 9: Noah's Ark, two by two 

July 16: Honey bees with a sample of honey 

and a frame of frozen bees 

July 23: People: Stewards of the Planet 

July 30: Plants 

August 6: Soil 

August 13: Rocks 

August 20: Garden (popcorn) 

August 27: Renewable 

One who is between the age of 90 and 99, inclusive. 
One who is in his or her tenth decade. 

 Jean Phipps who becomes 95 on July 31. 

 Dyna Besse 94 also on July 31. 

All Comers Pickup Choir Dates: 

Sunday, July 16 and August 20 

Memorials Ministry 
The Memorials Ministry Team is responsible for dispersing 

funds that have been donated in memory of people from our 

congregation. In the past year memorial funds have been used 

to refurbish the Martha Room, purchase new audio equipment 

for the sanctuary, fund scholarships for Conference events, and 

initiate the creation of the family bathroom near the Library 

Lounge. We are currently in the process of purchasing new 

furniture for the Library Lounge. There are Memorial Books 

located in the Monroe St. entry where you can view how past 

memorial gifts have been used. 

We would like suggestions from the congregation on ways 

these memorial funds might be used in the future. If you have 

ideas, contact the church office. Your suggestion will be 

forwarded to the Memorials Ministry Team. 

Virginia Brittsan 

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/decade
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Stone Soup 
Stone Soup is a non-profit, all 

volunteer program in Corvallis 

providing a full meal each day to any 

person in need. More than 37,000 

meals are served each year. 

During the summer months, June through September, we 

prepare and serve the Stone Soup dinner meal at First Christian 

Church on the second Tuesdays:  7/11, 8/8, and 9/12. You can 

assist at meal preparation (3:00-5:00 pm), dining room set-up 

and meal service (4:30-6:30 pm), or clean-up (5:30-7:30 pm). 

Choose date preference(s), and shift preference by means of the 

Opportunities section of the Sunday worship bulletin or by 

email sent to (midge_rich@q.com).  

Rich Mueller 

FUMC 
Opportunities 

A Committee that 
Never Meets 
Want to serve on a committee that never meets? 

Like to work outdoors? We have just the thing 

for you. Our “committee” takes care of the Rose 

Garden and summers are busy. We just need help 

deadheading the roses. With enough volunteers, 

we only have to do a shift maybe once a month. 

If you don’t know how, we can show you. It’s 

easy and very gratifying. Please call me if you 

would like to work in the Rose Garden. Pat 

Smythe, 541.757.6357. 

Come out and cheer on 

our coed softball team 

and enjoy a Sunday 

afternoon at a park. 

Games are played on 

Sundays. Make-up 

games could be played on other days but will be 

noted.  

July 9 4:20 pm North Chintimini 

July 16 6:00 pm Pioneer 

July 23 4:20 pm Washington 

July 30 8:40 pm West Sunset 

Aug. 6 4:40 pm Pioneer 

Co-ed 

We welcome baby Bowyn Todd 
Beamer born June 8, 2017. 

Special Olympics 
Ceremony 
Thousands of athletes will arrive in Corvallis for the Special 

Olympics Oregon Summer State Games in about a week! One 

of the most exciting and anticipated events is the Games 

Ceremony, it’s an opportunity for the athletes to be recognized 

for their amazing achievements and celebrate with their fellow 

competitors. 

But we need your help! The entire Corvallis community is 

invited to attend for FREE to help show their support for 

Special Olympics Oregon athletes. Show up to help cheer and 

support the athletes. Make it a family event, wear matching 

shirts, make signs; fun and energy is encouraged! 

Be there Saturday, July 8, 7:00 pm at Reser Stadium for the 

Games Ceremony. Come early and enjoy Olympic Town in 

Parker Plaza, a festival experience with live music, booths, 

food and more.  

mailto:midge_rich@q.com
tel:(541)%20757-6357
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Reminders 

 

Apr. 2017 General Fund Income: $30,544.41 

Apr. 2017 General Fund Expenses: $43,588.13 

YTD General Fund Income: $210,162.29 

YTD General Fund Expenditure: $226,340.76 

YTD Deficit: ($16,178.47) 

At the end of May, 5 months or 41.67% through 

the year, our deficit now stands at <$16,178.47>. 

After further review, it would seem we are back 

on track to recognize a deficit slightly in excess 

of <$17,000>. 

When the budget was put together towards the 

end of 2016, the forecast showed a ($17,000) 

deficit for the year. Our pledged income is about 

on track, but the non-pledged income is falling 

behind. Non-pledged income is the check (or 

cash) being donated to the General Fund of the 

church by persons that we can identify, but these 

persons have not made out a pledge. (Special 

offerings are a separate category altogether). 

We are now moving into the summer months and 

I would remind the members of the congregation 

that our expenses do NOT reduce significantly 

over this period. The church and its personnel 

will still be here offering its services to both the 

congregation and the community. If you are 

heading out on vacation, please try to make 

arrangements to maintain your very generous 

contributions to the church. 

John Reed, Business Manager 

Financial 
Matters 

Church Closure 
Church and church office closed Tuesday, July 4 for 

Independence Day holiday. 

 

Ordination 
Leslie Chartier ordination, Saturday, July 16, 3:00 pm. 

Everyone invited. Reception to follow. 

 

Church Council 
Church council meets Saturday, July 22, 9:00 am in the 

Martha room. 

 

Organ/Trumpet Concert 
Craig Hanson and trumpet soloist Mark Bacon will be giving a 

benefit concert for Love, INC of Benton County on Sunday 

July 30, 4:00 pm at First Baptist Church, 9th & Monroe. 

Admission is free. All donations will go to Love, INC to help 

provide goods and services to help fill gaps in resources within 

Benton County. 

 

Memorial 
Patti McClintock memorial and reception, Saturday, 

September 16, 2:00 pm. 

Missed Graduate 
Even with all the graduates on the cover of last month’s 

newsletter, we still managed to miss one. Michael Brooks 

graduated from Urology Residency at Baylor Medical Urology 

Department. Congratulations Michael. 

Blood Drive 
Red Cross blood drive is 

Monday, July 24, 1:30-6:30 pm in the 

community center. If you’d like to help at the 

canteen or bake cookies, be looking for a signup 

sheet on the Welcome Counter. 
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In Arizona border towns, communities facing social challenges are dramatically divided. In Liberian villages, citizens’ 

human rights are being violated. In local U.S. communities, women and girls are being bought and sold against their 

will. 

Moved by Christ’s love to pursue reconciliation and peace, honoring the dignity of every individual made in God’s 

image, The United Methodist Church is unwilling to turn a blind eye to injustice. 

Your giving is vital for the UMC to continue its global ministries of reconciliation. Because of the Peace with Justice 

Sunday offering, the people of The United Methodist Church are able to make a difference together by sowing seeds—

and yielding fruit!—of peace. 

Because you give: 

 Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities. 

 United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the denomination’s Social Principles to address 

social-justice issue. 

 Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at home and abroad. 

Special 
Offering 

Peace with JusticePeace with JusticePeace with Justice   

July 23July 23July 23   

Pastors for Peace Caravan 
Marge Stevens will be traveling with the Pastors for Peace caravan on July 11-27 

with the Interreligious Foundation for Community Organizing (IFCO). 

This year’s Friendshipment Caravan will visit Villa Clara Province and Havana. 

In Villa Clara we will focus on Cuba’s rural development and how in the 21st 

century, the Cuban people are providing leading examples of sustainable 

agriculture, universal and community based health care and access to culture for 

all. This year also marks the 50th Anniversary of the Death of revolutionary Ernesto “Che” Guevara. An important 

component of this Caravan will be to visit the historic sites in the city of Santa Clara where he fought one of his most 

famous battles and the mausoleum where he and fellow fighters are laid to rest. 

Caravanistas will take part in Cuba’s conversation on how the participation of the LGBTQ community and people of 

African descent are integral to the Cuban revolution. We will be part of the nationwide celebration of the July 26 attack 

on the Moncada Barracks, and we will be visiting the Latin American School of Medicine in Havana. 

We go to Cuba as a conscious act of civil disobedience in the spirit of the US civil rights movement. We will be 

committing the civil offense of unlicensed travel to Cuba. In the years 2005 and 2006 all adult Caravanistas received 

letters threatening fines from the Office of Foreign Assets Control, the department of the US Treasury responsible for 

implementing the US economic blockade of Cuba, though in the end no further action was taken. Since then there has 

been nothing, but we cannot predict what stance the Trump administration will take. 

Your prayers of support are welcome, and if you wish to take an action, there are postcards available on the “Peace and 

Justice” table in the library which may be sent to US Senators and Representatives and the President, advocating 

legislation and actions in support of the people of Cuba. These include Senate bill 275 and House bills 525 and 442. If 

you want to go a step further, you could also ask friends or family in other locations to send these cards, too. Thank you. 

Marge Stevens 



Page 8 July 2017 

Environmental Care Team 
I took a walk around the church recently and saw that, not only are 

the church gardens beautiful, but they also communicate to all of 

Corvallis what kind of church we are. We 

not only have well-kept church grounds, but 

we also use our grounds to educate, assist, 

and reach out to the people of Corvallis. 

First there is the sign in the rose garden on the corner of Monroe and 11th welcoming our 

neighbors in three languages to our church, an important sign of acceptance in these troubling 

times. 

Down 11th at the back of the church is the herb labyrinth that invites you to a short but beautiful 

spiritual journey, pointing out the solid foundation upon which our actions as a church are 

based. Unfortunately, this photo does not do this garden justice as it is filled with color and the 

scent of the various herbs planted there. 

Walking through the parking lot brings a stroller to the raised-bed garden devoted to growing 

food to donate. Almost all of it goes to the South Corvallis Food Pantry. The garden is largely 

planted by the Kid’s Connection class on Sundays. This year the garden 

contains snow peas and potatoes in one bed, garlic and spinach interplanted in another. Tomatoes, 

chives, basil and California poppies (to attract pollinators) in the sunniest bed. More tomatoes share a 

bed with peppers, mini-pumpkins, and beans. The shadiest beds contain kale and broccoli interplanted 

with onions, and lettuce, beets, Swiss chard, separated by bean plants, topped off with two sunflowers. 

Carrots are growing in a black bag. And there is a maple tree sporting a pesticide-free zone sign. 

All around the church a beautiful native flower garden grows in abundance, 

proclaiming to the community that First United Methodist Church practices sustainable care for 

creation as well as spiritual care for people and care for neighbors who may need food or a 

welcome, no matter what their country of origin or their religious faith. Truly our gardens speak 

volumes without saying a word. 

Karen Bloom 

 
Human Rights Team 
Welcome Vos Hispana. Voz Hispana Cambio Comunitario (Hispanic Voice for Community Change) will be offering 

citizenship classes. Learn about the process of becoming a citizen in an eleven-session series of classes. Prepare for your 

citizenship interview. Study United States history and government for the examination. Classes are in English and 

Spanish, and are taught by Voz Hispana Cambio Comunitario volunteers. Classes are Saturdays 10-12 in the 

Community Center Rec Room. 

How can you help support this important community outreach program? There are two ways. First extend radical 

hospitality by being a class host. This includes preparing coffee and beverages for the event. To sign-up to host, go to 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050944afa92fa02-hosts. Second, support the 

childcare provided for parents attending these classes. The weekly cost for this if 

$50. We have had 6 or more children each week, ages infant through elementary 

school. 

Cheers to the Oregon-Idaho Reconciling United Methodists (OI RUMs) for having 

representation from each Reconciling Congregation in the June 17 Portland Pride 

Parade. Thank you Marilyn and Andy Belcher for representing FUMC Corvallis. 

Faith In 
Action Teams 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050944afa92fa02-hosts
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Middle School and High School 

Sunday morning programs (Building 

Leaders Today), 10:30-11:30. 

 

Pop-up fruit gleaning events – date 

and times TBA as fruit ripens 

Youth 
Activities 

July 22-30 
Mission trip to Spokane Indian Reservation  

Sierra Service Project 

Picnic Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest. 

A good time was had by all! 

Dave Straub won for 
accuracy. 

Scott Ponder won for 
distance – 33'7". 
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Our Mission 

Our mission is to bring people into a living 
relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, that 

we might love the world as God loves the world. 

First United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

1165 NW Monroe Avenue 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
Phone: 541.752.2491 
Fax: 541.752.3636 
E-mail: fumc@corvallisfumc.org 
Web site: www.corvallisfumc.org 
Sunday Worship: 9:30 am 
Office Hours: 
 Monday-Thursday: 
  9:00-4:00; closed noon-1:00 
 

Barbara Nixon, Pastor 
Tim Stover, Campus Minister 
Leslie Chartier, Student Intern 
Bob Lewis, Lay Leader 
 

Nursery Care is available. 
Church building is accessible. 

address label 

Newsletter Deadline: 

July 17, 2017 

for the August Newsletter. 


